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1. 


DURSLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1959, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  « JoH.  Kitson,M,B . ^M.R .C  .S , ,D^P ,Ho 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  « W«H.  Williams M.R.S.I, 


SECTION  Ao  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (acres ) •••  .•»  ©••  •«*  » o • 20^905 

Population  (Census,  1931)  , , » 14,400 

(Estimated)  1939  , <.  o , (a)  14,700 

(h)  15,150 

Nuriber  of  inhabited  houses  (Census,  1931)  3,788 

(end  of  1939)  4,868 

Rateable  Value  ••o  f * 0 £58,365 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £231 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Total , M. 

Live  Births  - “* 

Le  ^ 1. 1 imat  e ..o  **0  * 9 * » •••  293  151 

Illegitimate  .0.  ..o  •••  4 4 


Birth  Rate  % 20*2 

Still  Births  (all  legitimate)  ...  10  7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

Births?  32  »6 


Deaths 


0 IX  0 ••• 


c • # • • » 


171 


90 


Po 

142 

0 


81 


Death  Rate;  11*3 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth 

from  sepis ...  . • • 0 
from  other  causes..  2 

RATE  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  - 6 ‘SI. 


Death  of  infants  under  one  year  • all  legitimate 

7 5 2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  agei- 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  - 23 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  - 24 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  « nilo 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

” ” Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)... 
” " Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)... 
” ” Cancer  (all  ages)  ,,, 


• • . 

. * • 
. . • 


0 

1 

0 

25 


• • t 


• • • 


i 


< 


V 


' I 

) 

•t 

i 


0 


2. 


Social  Condi. tlonig  of  the  Dlstric-t » 

Tii0ij6  remain  the  same  as  in  previous  years, 

Altlicu.gli  Dursley  is  a rural  district ^ there  are  two 
fairly  largo  towns  in  the  area* 

There  a.ro  6 large  factories  in  Dursley  Itself,  and 
approximately  6 in  Cam,  Kingswood  and  Cambridge* 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1959  * 

DISEASE,,  M*  P,, 


ho  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 
2o  Measles 

Soarlet  Fever 
4.  Whooping  Cough 
5c  Diphtheria 
6o  Influenza 

"t,  Enoephsuitls  lethargioa 
So  Cere  or  0 -'-^spinal  fever 
9j  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  systems 
10 D Other  Tuberculosis 
11,  Syphltis 
12*  G*PoI*^.,  tabes  etOo 
Ido  Cancer' 

14-3  Diabetas 

15c  Cerebral  haemorrhage  etc* 

1G..V  Heart  disease 
lUo  Ane'urysm 

IBu  Other  circulatory  diseases 
19 o Bronchitis 
2 0 o Pne nmoni a (all  f arms ) 

2Xo  Other  respiratory  diseases 

22*  Peptio  ulcer 

23  * Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

24*  Appendicitis 

25 o Cirrhosis  of  liver 

26*  Other  liver  diseases 

27o  Other  digestive  diseases 

28n  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

29 o Puerperal  sepsis 

30,3  Other  puerperal  diseases 

31*  Congenital  debility,,  Premature  birth,  etc, 

32*  Secdllty 

33  * Suicide 

34*  Other  violence 

35 Othex*  defined  diseases 

36a  111  defined  or  not  known 
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TOTALS  * 


I 

90  01 


SECTION  B c GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA* 

At  the  end  of  1938  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dr  a HcFoW*  Adams  resigned  on  account  of  the  regrouping  of  the 
County  Districts.  He  had  held  his  appointment  for  18  years 
and  the  conscientious  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties 
was  appreciated  by  the  Council* 

Dr*  JoHo  Kltson  took  up  his  appointment  on  Ist  January <» 
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lilr.  JoTo  Tanner^,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  was 
engaged  to  assist  with  work  under  the  Housing  Acts,  termino.ted 
his  appointment  on  31st  Deceiriber,  1938* 

No  changes  h.o.Te  been  made  in  the  following  services  :=> 


Laboratory  facilities* 

Ambulance  facilities  which  appear  to  be  adequate o 
Nursing  in  the  home. 

Hospitals • 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA^ 


SECTION  C. 


1*  (i)  Water  Supply. 

(a)  Millend  Stream  has  been  acquired  as  a source  of  supply 
for  North  Nibley  and  if  necessary  to  augment  the  existing 
Dursley  and  district  supply. 

(b ) The  following  extensions  of  existing  water  mains  have 
been  made*- 

475  yards  of  5*’  main  to  Messrs.  R.A.  Lister  *s  Works. 

130  yards  to  the  Kingshill  Building  Estate  and 

250  yards  to  the  Rangers  Building  Estate* 

{cl  The  piped  supplies  are  controlled  by  chemical  and 
bacterologlcal  examination  and  20  samples  were  submitted  daring 
the  year.  The  main  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity  but  private  supplies  at  Nympsfield  and  North 
Nibley  were  deficient  during  the  summer  months. 

(d)  The  total  number  of  new  connections  with  the  public 
supply  was  127  - in  Dursley  67,  Cam  25,  Sllmbrldge  20^  Uley  5 

and  Kingswood  10. 

(11)  Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

The  Sewer  extensions  to  Cam  Green,  Ashmead  Green, 
Woodfields  and  Tilsdown  are  completed.  The  main  work  on  the 
Box  Road  and  Quarry  extension  has  been  carried  out  but  these 
extensions  have  not  yet  been  put  into  commission  owing  to 
delays  in  the  completion  of  the  pumping  plants. 

A Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  to  have  been  held  in 
September  to  consider  a scheme  for  the  extension  and 
modernisation  of  the  Dursley  and  Cam  Sewage  Outfall  Viforks  at 
Coaley  Junction. 

2o  «Rlvers  and  Streams. 

7 samples  of  water  from  the  River  Cam  and  1 sample  from 
Coombe  Brook,  Wotton  have  been  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examination.  As  one  sample  showed  ovidence  of  serious  pollution 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

3 . ( i ) Closet  Accommodation. 


(a)  Number  of  earth  closets,  pall  closets  or  Improved 
privies  constructed; 


Kingswood  .*•  1 Uley  ...  1 


(b)  Nvuriber  of  replacements  of  earth  closets,  etc., 
by  W.C.  »s; 


Cam 


• » • 


o ♦ 


1 


(11)  Public  Cleansing 0 


4o 


No  extension  or  Improvement  was  made  during  the  year 
In  the  arrangements  for  public  cleansing o 

(111)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Areup 

(a)  Inspections  made  40a  <,00  oo#  00®  1*76 

(b ) Nuisances  discovered  or  reported*  Total  Vc 

■■  ” Swine  only  0 

(r)  Complaints  received  ^,^>e  o«c  49 

(d)  Informal  or  Preliminary  Notices  sent  «>.•  27 

(e)  Statutory  Notices  sent  o.*  0 

(f)  Nuisances  abated  poa 

(g)  Summonses  issued  cao  •••  0 

(h)  Convictions  obtained  oao  o*®  c 

Numbers  inspected  of  each  of  the  followingj- 

No  a on  ^ • Total  NOcjQf 

Register , InsT^“cted  o Inspect  Ions  • 


(a)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

- 

(b ) Bake '-houses 

(c)  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 

23 

23 

57 

Mllkshops 

200 

178 

194 

(d)  Canal  Boats 

1W 

tr* 

(e ) Workshops 

43 

40 

43 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices  4. 

Number  inspected;  46  Number  of  inspections;  77o 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Act^  1934  or  under  the  Public  Health  Act^  1936 o 

(v)  Camping  Sites, 

(1)  Number  of  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  sites  In  respect  of  which  licences 

have  been  issued  under  Sect.  269  P,H4A.1936  «-  Nil. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Observations  made:  Nil*  Complaints  received:  1 

The  Medical  Officer  interviewed  the  management  who 
(Rgreed  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  engineers  as 
to  the  furnaces  and  fuel, 

('^14)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  one  Swimming  Pool  (open  air)  in  the  districto 
An  analysis  of  the  water  in  this  pool  was  found  satisfactory* 

(vlil)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 


(a) 

Number  of 

houses 

found  to 

be  infected; 

Council j 

Other: 

1 

(b) 

Number  of 

houses 

disinfec 

ted; 

Council : 

1 

Others 

1 

4,  Schools  * 

The  Schools  remain  in  good  sanitary  condltiono  W5.th 
the  exception  of  North  Nibley  and  the  two  schools  in 
Nympsfield,  water  is  laid  on  or  is  in  close  vicinity. 


5. 


SECTION  D,  S22SINS.- 


1* 


2. 


3* 


4, 


New  Houses  erected  d-or^inp;  the  year c. 

(a)  Total  (including  n'uinber'S  given  separately  under 

(b)  sao  0«»<»  OOO  aao  »«• 

(b ) With  state  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Aots:- 


73 


(1)  By  the  Local  Authority • • Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  <>««  Nil 

(0)  Proposed  under  Housing  Acts^a.  ..o  •••  1C 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses, 

(1)  ( a)  ,Total  nuinber  of  dwelling-'houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Hous  mg  Aots^iaca  » 1 •••■  •••  126 

(b ) Number  of  inspections  made  •««  257 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 

Regulations^  1925  •••  21 

(b ) Number  of  inspections  made  •••  25 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  hirnian  habitation  00a  36 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  o«»  ,00  •••  •••  57 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices » ' 


Number  of  defective  <iwel  ling -houses  rendered 
fit  In  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Locgil  Authority  or  their  Officers*,.  *••  12 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  * 

(1)  Nuirtoer  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  *••  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  *•*  ,**  Nil 

(b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner  Nil 

(3)  Nui±>er  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  *••  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .*«  .*•  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  •*•  *••  Nil 

(6)  Nunber  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  **•  Nil 
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5. 
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Housing  Act  «,,195S  ^ Ove:rc;r^owding_ a 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  yea:(?  <,aa  •••  •••  Nil 

(2)  Nuiil)er  of  families  dwelling  therein*  ••  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  Nil 

(b ) Number  cf  new  '•-ases  of  overcrovirding  reported 

during  the  year  c. o*  o**  •••  •••  2 

(o)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  coe  «.*  »•*  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  16 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  v/hich  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  stops  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding* 

In  one  case  two  adults  who  had  been  in  domestic 
service,  returned  homoo  The  overcrowding  was 
relieved  by  arranging  to  sleep  with  neighbours* 


SECTION  E*  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

(a)  -MK  Supply. « 

By  informal  action,  improb’ements  to  the  drainage 
and  sheds  have  been  made  in  5 cases  and  in  2 cases  the 
sheds  have  been  completely  modernised* 

(b ) Meat  * 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned:- 


Cattle 
exclud- 
ing Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

70 

42 

10 

540 

303 

Number  inspected 

15 

22 

2 

60 

36 

1 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

nil 

nil 

nil  . 

1 

i 

' 

nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemns c 

1 

2 

nil 

4 

3 

Percentage  of  the  mmiber 
inspected  affected  with 
disease 

6 o6^ 

9% 

nil 

6.6^ 

e.5% 

Tuberculosis  only  - 
Whole  carcases  condemned* 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  par*, 
or  organ  was  condemns do 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tiiberculosis 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

- 

nil 
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7. 

SECTION  P,  PREVAIENCE  OP.  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


DISEASE 

Total 

cases 

Notified, 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 
Deaths  « 

Smallpox 

m 

mm 

mim 

Scarlet  Fever 

45 

21 

- 

Diphtheria 

5 

5 

mm 

Enteric  Fever 

•• 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

Pollmyelltis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

9 

mm 

8 

Erysipelas 

r-- 

2 

f > 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

- 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

tm 

« 

Measles 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

mm 

1 

Analysis  of  total  notified  oases  under  ap;e"groupst 


DISEASE 

Under! 

1 yr. 

1«2 

p 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

55-45 

45-65 

over 

TOTALo 

Smal Ipox 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

mm 

•i» 

mm 

m 

- 

Scarlet 

.. 

3 

mm 

1 

2 

20 

8 

1 

8 

2 

PM 

45 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

mm 

- 

1 

2 

mm 

2 

mm 

- 

- 

5 

Enteric 

mm 

mm 

mm 

mm 

9m 

mm 

Fever 

Puerperal 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

.. 

mm 

2 

mm 

- 

2 

Pyrexia 

Poliorayel- 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

mm 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

j. 

Itis 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

2 

- 

4 

2 

9 

Erysipelas 

- 

mm 

mm 

mm 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Encephalit 

is 

» 

mm 

mm 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 

Lethargica 

Cerebro- 

- 

M 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

m 

mm 

spinal 

Meningitis 

• 

Measles 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

mm 

4 

m 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Whooping 

1 

mm 

1 

1 

3 

1 

m 

wm 

•• 

m 

7 

Cough 

Artificial  Immunization  against  diphtheria  Is  provided 
by  the  Codncll  and  14  children  received  3 Injections  of  1 oo 
of  Toxin  Antitoxin  PloccifLes, 
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Ttiberc\alosl3  e 

New  cases  and  mortality  diirlng  1939 • 


Ago  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spir  at  or  y. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spir  at  ory  • 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F* 

M. 

P. 

M, 

P. 

0 - 

mm 

m 

mm 

1 - 

- 

mm 

1 

mm 

mm 

mm 

tm 

6 - 

im 

1 

1 

2 

- 

mm 

mm 

15  - 

3 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

25  - 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

0* 

35  - 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

45  - 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

55  - 

- 

- 

- 

m 

m 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards 

m 

m 

- 

m 

- 

m 

mm 

TOTALS- 

5 

4 

2 

3 

3 

1 

- 

- 

There  is  an  increasing  tendency  to  leave  notification 
of  oases  of  t\3berculosis  to  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer 
and  consequently  in  several  cases  the  first  intimation 
received  is  that  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  have 
been  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment.  In  every  case  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  written  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  requiring  notification  on  Form  A, 
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